
International Collaboration of National Mental Health Consumer Organisations Planning Group

Teleconference 12th/13th December 2007
Attendance: 

Dan Fisher, NCMHCSO, United States
Dave Gallson, NNMH, Canada

Susie Crooks, Four Winds, New Zealand 
Jenny Speed, AMHCN, Australia 

Apologies:

Joan Edwards-Karmazyn, CHANNAL, Canada

Dilys ?, invited by NSUN to address Agenda Items 5&9.

Connie McKnight, NNMH, Canada

Anne Beales, NSUN, England
Noreen Fitzgibbon, IAN, Republic of Ireland

AGENDA ITEMS
Meeting Procedure and Protocols: The meeting was chaired by Dan Fisher. Unsuccessful attempts were made to contact Dilys and Noreen.
1. Checking In: The meeting began with attendees providing a brief summary of relevant events and proceedings in their respective countries.

2. Minutes of the Meeting of 15th/16th November 2007: It was agreed that the minutes were an accurate reflection of the meeting. 

Business Arising from Minutes
3. Mission: It was observed that, although the draft synthesised from the missions of our various organisations correctly represents our intentions, the language in which it is expressed is clumsy, uninspired and uninspiring. The following revision was agreed for circulation to all members of this group for consideration:

The (International Mental Health Consumer/User/Survivor Group() is a network of national consumer/user/survivor organisations that have grass-roots constituencies which reflect diversity to whom they are accountable. Its mission is to facilitate and enable the lived experience of recovery as a valuable field of expertise to have a strong, leading voice in international developments in mental health.
4. Membership: Dan nominated Lauren Spiro, Director of Public Policy at NCMHCSO as his proxy for teleconferences in which he is unable to participate. Jenny nominated Michael Burge, Chair of the AMHCN and Helen Connor, Executive Director of the AMHCN as her proxies. Dave Gallson is the NNMH proxy for when Connie is not able to participate. Susie nominated Karyn Walker, Deputy Chair of the New Zealand national organisation as her proxy. England, Scotland and Wales are yet to advise of the arrangements they have put in place. It was agreed that contact details for all proxies should be sent to Jenny to be included in circulation lists of relevant documents, to ensure that proxy participants are informed of pertinent issues when called to participate. 
5. Money: Discussion of this matter was deferred until the next teleconference because Anne’s attendance was considered crucial.
6. IIMHL: Jenny reported on the meeting held between Fran Silvestri of IIMHL and the AMHCN, and agreed to circulate the notes she had taken during the meeting. It was agreed that minutes of these teleconferences be circulated to Fran. It was agreed that Fran should be invited to meet with either this whole group, or a smaller sub-group that includes at least Dan, Anne and Dilys.
7. Website: It was noted that this matter cannot progress further until this group has agreed on a name, which is needed in order to register a domain. It was also noted that Dave’s team volunteered their time to establish a forum site for us which we did not use, which would have made them feel that their efforts were not appreciated. It was agreed that we would like to acknowledge the work that they have done on our behalf, and thank them for their willingness to accommodate us. It was also agreed that Susie would circulate a list of thought provoking and controversial names for our consideration at our next teleconference. It was noted that both the name and mission of our group must reflect the fact that we are a rights-based organisation which focuses on self-determination, and that we are conscious of the need to counter the erosion of people’s capacity to govern their own lives. It was further agreed that, until we have our own website, the National Empowerment Centre would allocate us space on their website where we can post documents and minutes. 
8. International Conference on Self-Determination, Detroit, May 27th–29th 2008: Susie advised that she would be unable to attend. Jenny advised that she was still looking into funding sources to sponsor her attendance. Dan advised that he was ensuring that there were places in the Conference program for this group to address delegates.
9. International Funding Ideas: Discussion of this matter was deferred until the next teleconference because Anne’s attendance was considered crucial.
GENERAL BUSINESS

10. Involuntary Treatment and Mental Health Legislation: The meeting noted the document circulated prior to the teleconference about psychiatric research undertaken to change the basis of involuntary treatment orders. While it was acknowledged that we are not yet ready to undertake campaigns of this magnitude, it was also agreed that we need to get a feel for megatrends that are occurring.
11. Green Paper—what we would like changed internationally: It was agreed that each member country should identify the four or five issues that we consider of greatest importance in our own jurisdictions, and circulate them to the rest of the group. Susie also agreed to circulate information about the successful New Zealand campaign to compel pharmaceutical companies to withdraw advertising about drugs.
12. Next Meeting: Dates and times for the next meeting in each of our respective time zones are:
Susie—Wednesday 9th January, 2008 at 10:00am

Jenny—Wednesday 9th January, 2008 at 7:00am

Joan—Thursday 10th January, 2008 at 5:30pm

Connie, Dave and Dan—Thursday 10th January, 2008 at 4:00pm

Anne, Shaun and Noreen— Thursday 10th January, 2008 at 9:00pm

International Collaboration of National Mental Health Consumer Organisations Planning Group
Action Plan

	Action
	Responsible
	Due date
	Completed

	Circulate draft Mission Statement
	Jenny
	30th November 2007
	10th December 2007

	Contact Noreen and Paddy McGowan
	Anne
	12th December 2007 
	

	Circulate contact details for alternate participants
	All
	12th December 2007
	

	Draft Action Plan for affiliation with international organisation 
	Anne
	12th December 2007
	

	Discuss membership of IIMHL with Fran Silvestri
	Jenny
	7th December 2007
	7th December  2007

	Discuss recommendations from Ottawa meeting with Fran
	Jenny
	7th December 2007
	7th December 2007

	Develop Website
	Dave
	After name decision
	

	Seek funding for participation in Detroit conference
	All
	12th December 2007
	

	Circulate instructions for using Breeze
	Dave
	5th December 2007
	

	Comments on redrafted Mission Statement
	All
	7th January 2008
	

	Circulate contact details for proxies
	All
	7th January 2008
	

	Circulate notes of meeting with Fran Silvestri
	Jenny
	21st December 2007
	

	Forward minutes of this meeting to Fran Silvestri
	Jenny
	21st December 2007
	

	Circulate list of possible names for this group
	Susie
	7th January 2008
	

	Arrange space for this group on NEC website
	Dan
	7th January 2008
	

	Circulate top 4–5 issues from each country
	All
	7th January 2008
	

	Information about campaign to remove drug advertising
	Susie
	7th January 2008
	


( As yet unnamed





